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in the Dock Strike in 1889 was tne declaration
of the living interest of the Christian Church in
the material conditions of the lives of the humble
and the poor. It was the practical application of
the principles of the Gospel to social life, the
assertion that Christianity is a corporate and not
an individualist religion. It is true, of course,
that social Christianity had been preached years
before in the Church of England by Kingsley
and by Maurice, and later, in the 'eighties, by
Canon Scott Holland and his friends. Their in-
fluence was considerable within a narrow circle.
But the backing of the dockers by the Cardinal
was dramatic. It was a victory for Christianity,
for it w^as generally believed, and it was probably
true, that, but for him, the strike would have been
a failure, the revolution in the trade union
movement caused by the organisation of unskilled
labour would never have occurred, and the poli-
tical Labour Party, which owes its creation to
that revolution, might well have been postponed
for a generation. The Dock Strike is a key event
in the history of the British Labour Movement.
It was a Prince of the Church who secured its
success.

The social enthusiasm that inspired the Car-
dinal, the care for " these little ones/3 the un-
fortunate and the helpless, has vastly affected the